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Education

2014  Ph.D. — Doctorate in Sociology and Doctoral Certificate in Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies,
The Graduate Center, City University of New York, Summa Cum Lande.

2004  M.A.— Master of Arts in Sociology, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Summa Cum Laude.

2003  B.A.-—Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Baccalaureate Certificate in Women’s & Gender Studies,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Magna Cum Lande.

Professional, Research, and Teaching Positions

* 2025—present: Sociology Department Chair, Trinity College.

* 2022—present: Associate Professor of Sociology, affiliated faculty in the Women, Gender, & Sexuality
Program, Trinity College.

* 2017-2022: Assistant Professor of Sociology, affiliated faculty in the Women, Gender, & Sexuality
Program, Trinity College.

* 2014-2017: Assistant Professor of Sociology, affiliated faculty in the Women’s & Gender Studies Program,
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

* 2011-2014: Research Fellow & Project Manager for the Freshman Commons Program, Center for
Teaching & Learning, Office of General Education, Queens College, City University of New York.

* 2012: Instructor of Political Science, Brooklyn College, City University of New York.

* 2010-2011: Writing Fellow with the Writing Across the Curriculum Program, Queens College, City
University of New York.

* 2007-2010: Graduate Teaching Fellow in Sociology, Queens College, City University of New York.

Book Publications

* Spurgas, Alyson K. & Zoé C. Meleo-Erwin. 2023. Decolonize Self-Care. New York & London: O/R Books
(“Decolonize That! Handbooks for the Revolutionary Overthrow of Embedded Colonial Ideas” series,

edited by Bhakti Shringarpure), https://www.orbooks.com/catalog/decolonize-self-care/.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2020. Diagnosing Desire: Biopolitics and Femininity into the Twenty-First Century. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press (“Abnormativities: Queer/Gender/Embodiment” seties, edited by
Scott Herring), https://kb.osu.edu/handle/1811/92307 (open access e-book version).



https://alysonkspurgas.com/
https://www.orbooks.com/catalog/decolonize-self-care/
https://kb.osu.edu/handle/1811/92307
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Publications in Refereed Journals

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2021. “Solidarity in Falling Apart: Toward a Crip, Collectivist, and Justice-Seeking
Theory of Feminine Fracture.” Lateral 10.1 (Spring 2021), https://csalateral.org/section/cripistemologies-

of-crisis /solidarityv-falling-apart-toward-crip-collectivist-justice-theorv-feminine-fracture-spureas/.

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2016. “Low Desire, Trauma and Femininity in the DSM-5: A Case for Sequelae.”
Psychology & Sexnality 7: 48-67, https://doi.org/10.1080/19419899.2015.1024471.

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2013. “Gendered Populations and Trauma Beyond Oedipus: Reply to Angel’s
Commentary.” Studies in Gender and Sexuality 14: 217-223, https://doi.org/10.1080/15240657.2013.818865.

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2013. “Interest, Arousal, and Shifting Diagnoses of Female Sexual Dysfunction, or:
How Women Learn about Desire.” Studies in Gender and Sexnality 14: 187-205,
https://doi.org/10.1080/15240657.2013.818854.

Borck, C. Ray, Jesse Goldstein, Steve McFarland, & Alyson K. Spurgas. 2013. “Hoccupyoureducation.”
Radical Teacher 96: 39-47, https://doi.org/10.5195/rt.2013.21.

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2012. “Where is My Subjectivity? Techno-Imagery, Femininity and Desire.” Social Text,

http:/ /socialtextjournal.org/periscope_article/where-is-mvy-subjectivitv-techno-imagerv-femininity-desire

(part of the “Neuroculture” dossier for Periscope).

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2005. “Body Image and Cultural Background.” Sociological Inquiry 75: 297-310,
https://doi.org/10.1111/§.1475-682X.2005.00124.x.

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2004. “The Effect of Ethnicity on Body Image in University Women.” UMBC Review:
Journal of Undergraduate Research and Creative Works 5: 122-150.

Publications in Edited Volumes

Spurgas, Alyson K. 2024. “From the Bedroom to the Laboratory: Clinical Intimacies, Paraerotic Potential,
and Therapeutic Excess.” Pp. 136-158 in Asexualities: Feminist and Queer Perspectives (Revised and Expanded
Ten-Year Anniversary Edition), edited by K.J. Cerankowski and Megan Milks. New York & London:
Routledge, https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003178798-13 /bedroom-

laboratory-alyson-spurgas.

Spurgas, Alyson K. & Elliot Schwebach. 2023. “Feminized Trauma, Responsive Desire, and Social/Global
Logics of Control: A Dialogue.” Pp. 133-149 in Globalization, Displacement, and Psychiatry: Global Histories
of Trauma, edited by Sanaullah Khan and Elliott Schwebach. New York & London: Routledge,

desire-social-global-logics-control-alyson-spurgas-elliott-schwebach.
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* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2022. “The Feminization of ‘Responsive’ Desire.” Pp. 401-409 in Introducing the New
Sexcuality Studies, Fourth Edition, edited by Nancy Fischer and Laurel Westbrook with Steven Seidman. New

York & London: Routledge, https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003163329-
50/feminization-responsive-desire-alyson-spurgas.

* Kleinplatz, Peggy J., Lianne Rosen, Maxime Charest, & Alyson K. Spurgas. 2020. “Sexuality and Sexual
Dysfunction: Critical Analyses.” Pp. 443-454 in The International Handbook of Women’s Sexcual and Reproductive
Health, First Edition, edited by Jane Ussher, Janette Perz, and Joan Chrisler. New York & London:
Routledge, https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781351035620-30/sexuality-sexual-

dysfunctions-peggy-kleinplatz-lianne-rosen-maxime-charest-alyson-spurgas.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2009. “(Un)Queering Identity: The Biosocial Production of Intersex/DSD.” Pp. 97-
122 in Critical Intersex, edited by Morgan Holmes. New York & London: Routledge / Ashgate Press,
https:/ /www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315575018-5 /un-queering-identity-biosocial-

production-intersex-dsd-alyson-spurgas.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2008. “The Cultural History of Hermaphroditism and Intersexuality,”
“Blepharoplasty,” “The History of Makeup Wearing,” “Beauty Ideals of the Eyes,” and “Eye Makeup,” in
The Cultural Encyclopedia of the Body, edited by Victoria Pitts-Taylor. Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood Press.

Book Reviews, Non-Peer Reviewed Publications, and Popular/Public Writing

* Spurgas, Alyson K., Yumi Pak, Robert F. Carley, andré m. carrington, Eero Laine, SAJ, & Chris Alen Sula.
2023. “Editors’ Introduction: Cultural Studies Toward a Free Palestine.” Latera/ 12.2 (Fall 2023)

carrington-carley-laine-saj-sula/.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2022. “Review of Freeging Fertility: Oocyte Cryopreservation and the Gender Politics of Aging by
Lucy van de Wiel.” Contemporary Sociology 51: 332-334, https://doi.org/10.1177/00943061221103312¢¢.

* Tiede, Hans-Joerg, Samantha McCarthy, Isaac Kamola, & Alyson K. Spurgas. 2021. “Whom Does Campus
Reform Target? And What are the Effects?” Academe: Magazine of the American Association of University
Professors, https: i
effects#.Y]Bt0i2ZM3i.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2021. “Reclaiming Receptivity: Parasexual Pleasure in the Face of Compulsory and
Feminized Trauma.” ASA Sex & Gender Section Newsletter - Spring 2021 Edition,

https:/ /asasexandgender.files.wordpress.com /2021 /04 /asa-sex-and-gender-newsletter spring-2021.pdf.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2016. “Solving Desire.” The New Inguiry, http:/ /thenewinquiry.com/essays/solving-

desire/.



https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003163329-50/feminization-responsive-desire-alyson-spurgas
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003163329-50/feminization-responsive-desire-alyson-spurgas
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781351035620-30/sexuality-sexual-dysfunctions-peggy-kleinplatz-lianne-rosen-maxime-charest-alyson-spurgas
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781351035620-30/sexuality-sexual-dysfunctions-peggy-kleinplatz-lianne-rosen-maxime-charest-alyson-spurgas
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315575018-5/un-queering-identity-biosocial-production-intersex-dsd-alyson-spurgas
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315575018-5/un-queering-identity-biosocial-production-intersex-dsd-alyson-spurgas
https://csalateral.org/issue/12-2/editors-introduction-cultural-studies-toward-a-free-palestine-spurgas-pak-carrington-carley-laine-saj-sula/
https://csalateral.org/issue/12-2/editors-introduction-cultural-studies-toward-a-free-palestine-spurgas-pak-carrington-carley-laine-saj-sula/
https://doi.org/10.1177/00943061221103312gg
https://www.aaup.org/article/data-snapshot-whom-does-campus-reform-target-and-what-are-effects#.YJBt0i2ZM3i
https://www.aaup.org/article/data-snapshot-whom-does-campus-reform-target-and-what-are-effects#.YJBt0i2ZM3i
https://asasexandgender.files.wordpress.com/2021/04/asa-sex-and-gender-newsletter_spring-2021.pdf
http://thenewinquiry.com/essays/solving-desire/
http://thenewinquiry.com/essays/solving-desire/

Alyson K. Spurgas

Page 4

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2016. “We’ve Come A Long Way, Baby? Pink Pills, Blue Pills, and False Equivalences
in the Medical Treatment of Sexual Dystunction.” SIUE Women’s Studies Program Blog,

https://stuewmst.wordpress.com/2016/02/12/weve-come-a-long-way-baby-pink-pills-blue-pills-and-false-

equivalences-in-the-medical-treatment-of-sexual-dysfunction/.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2015. “Talking About Race Isn’t ‘Impolite’ and ‘Feminist’ Isn’t a Dirty Word!” SIUE
Women’s Studies Program Blog, https://stuewmst.wordpress.com/2015/02/20/talking-about-race-isnt-

impolite-and-feminist-isnt-a-dirtv-word/.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2011. “Review of Brain Storm: The Flaws in the Science of Sex Differences by Rebecca M.
Jordan-Young.” Radical Teacher 92: 64-60, https://doi.org/10.5406/radicalteacher.92.0064.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2011. “Technologies, Writing, & Embodied Identity.” Revisions: A Zine on Writing at
Queens College, Issue 8, Spring 2011, on “Writing Technologies,”

http://revisions2011.qwriting.qc.cuny.edu/2011/07/19/technologies-writing-embodied-identity/.

* Motrell, Claudia, Shelia Cotten, Alisha Sparks, & Alyson K. Spurgas. 2004. “Computer Mania Day: An
Effective Intervention for Increasing Youth’s Interest in Technology,” Report to Maryland Commission for

Women.

Publications Forthcoming, Under Review, and In Progress

* Spurgas, Alyson K. 2026. “Review of Reproductive Labor and Innovation: Against the Tech Fix in an Era of Hype
by Jennifer Denbow.” Contemporary Sociology. Forthcoming.

* Brnovic, Teodora & Alyson K. Spurgas. [2026]. “The Queer/Crip Time of “Previving”: Debility,

Biopolitics, and Reproductive Futurism.” Article under review.

* Spurgas, Alyson K. [2020]. “Assembling Scapegoats & Saviors: Sexbots at the Limits of Technocare.”
Article in progress.

Paper Presentations, Roundtables, and Book Panels at Professional Conferences

* June 2026: “Al Intimacies: The Possibilities and Limits of Technotherapeutics and Technologized Care”
(paper presentation with Patrick Sweeney). International Society for Theoretical Psychology Annual
Conference, Brooklyn, NY. Acepted Paper.

* March 2026: “The Biopolitics of ‘Previving’: Femininity, Disability, and Reproduction” (paper presentation
with Teodora Brnovic). Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference, Sociology of Reproduction Mini-
Conference, Washington, DC. Acepted Paper.

* November 2025: “Assembling Scapegoats & Saviors: Sexbots at the Limits of Technocare.” American

Studies Association Annual Conference, San Juan, PR.
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August 2025: “The Biopolitics of ‘Previving”’: Disability/Debility, Femininity, & Reproductive

Futurism.” Connection: The Fifth Annual Critical Femininities Conference, Toronto, Canada.

August 2025: “The Biopolitics of ‘Previving.”” American Sociological Association Annual Conference,
Chicago, IL.

November 2024: “The Queet/Crip Time of ‘Previving”: Debility, Biopolitics, and Reproductive Futurism.”

National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Detroit, MI.

April 2024: “The Biopolitics of the ‘Previvor’ Movement: Gender, Race, Class, and Sexuality” (paper

presentation with Teodora Brnovic). Southern Sociological Society Annual Conference, New Otleans, LA.

November 2023: “Marketing Self-Care: From Femtech and Biohacking to Painmoons and Extreme

Travel.” Social Science History Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC.

October 2023: “The Sexbot as Scapegoat” (paper panel with Cynthia Barounis and Arielle Bernstein).

National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD.

December 2022: “Assembling Scapegoats: The Sexbot as Technocare Surrogate” (paper presentation with

Shelly Ronen). Society for Social Studies of Science Annual Conference, Cholula, Mexico.

November 2022: “Between the Bedroom and the Clinic: Erotic Potential as Measurement/Therapeutic
Excess” (paper panel with Cynthia Barounis, K.J. Cerankowski, and lanna Hawkins Owen). National

Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Minneapolis, MN.

September 2022: “White Women’s Wellness: Mindfulness, Masochism, and the Self-Care Industry” (paper
panel with Tamara Kneese, John Maclntosh, and Katherine Sugg). Association for the Study of Arts of the
Present Annual Conference, Los Angeles, CA (hybrid session).

March 2022: “Diagnosing Desire: Bigpolitics and Femininity into the Twenty-First Century” (author-meets-critics
session with Laura Carpenter, Theodore Greene, Tey Meadow, Tom Waidzunas, and Suzanna Danuta
Walters). Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference, Boston, MA, https://vimeo.com /688229029

(hybrid session).
November 2021: “The Biopolitics of Gender and Medicine” (book forum panel with authors Kelly

Underman and Lucy van de Wiel and critic Paige Sweet). Social Science History Association Annual
Conference, Philadelphia, PA. Accepted Panel (anthors chose not to present due to COVID-19 concerns).

October 2021: “Masochistic Capitalism in Neoliberal Archives” (roundtable with John Andrews, Eva
Cherniavsky, Tamara Kneese, and Katherine Sugg). American Studies Association Annual Conference, San

Juan, Puerto Rico (hybrid session).

October 2021: “Biopolitics, Gender, and Medicine in the Twenty-First Century” (authors-meet-critics
session with authors Kelly Underman and Lucy van de Wiel and critics Rene Almeling and Miranda
Waggoner). Society for Social Studies of Science Annual Conference, Toronto, Ontario, Canada (hybrid

session).

November 2020: “Between the Bedroom and the Clinic: Erotic Potential as Measurement/Therapeutic
Excess.” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Minneapolis, MN. _Acepted Paper
(conference cancelled due to COVID-19).


https://vimeo.com/688229029

Alyson K. Spurgas

Page 6

June 2020: “The Queer Intake: Ethnography and the Internalization of Medical and Scientific Discourses
about Female Desire.” 8t Ethnography & Qualitative Research Conference, Bergamo, Italy. Acepted Paper
(conference cancelled due to COVID-19).

November 2019: “When the Antidote is More of the Same Poison: The Race, Class, and Gender
Implications of Selling Self-Care” (paper presentation with Zoé Meleo-Erwin). National Women’s Studies

Association Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA.

August 2019: “A Softer, Gentler Neoliberalism? Self-Help Feminism, Alternative Medicine, and the White
Feminization of the Marketplace” (roundtable presentation with Zoé Meleo-Erwin). American Sociological
Association Annual Conference, New York, NY.

May 2019: “Masochistic Capitalism” (roundtable discussion with John Andrews, Tavia Nyong’o, Alex
Pittman, and Katherine Sugg). Cultural Studies Association Annual Conference, New Otleans, LA.
November 2018: “The Freedom to Fall Apart: Feminine Fracturing and the Affective Production of
Gendered Populations.” American Studies Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA.

November 2018: “Vulnerability in the Classroom: (A)sexualities and the Politics of Educational Intimacy.”
National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA.

March 2018: “A Student Guide to Avoiding Danger: An Analysis of High School Sex Ed” (paper
presentation with Abigail L. Hall). Midwest Sociological Society Annual Conference, Minneapolis, MN.
November 2017: “Parasexuality & the Feminine: An Exploration of Naturalized Receptivity v. Intentional
Submission.” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD.

May 2017: “Queering Receptivity: Parasexual Pleasure in the Face of Compulsory & Feminized Trauma.”
Queer Places, Practices, and Lives III Conference, Columbus, OH.

November 2016: “Valorizing Femininity: Affective Labor, Sexual Carework, & the Reproduction of
Receptivity.” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Montreal, Québec, Canada.
October 2016: “Desire, Consent, & Women’s Experiences with Sexual Carework.” New View Capstone
Conference, Bloomington, IN.

November 2015: “Ecstatic Therapies, Affective Treatments: Sexuality, Governance, and the Management
of Low Female Desire.” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Milwaukee, WI.
August 2015: “Sexual Carework and Feminine Socialization in Intimate Relationships: Embodied Invisible
Labor among Low-Desiring Women.” American Sociological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL.
February 2015: “Low Desire, Trauma, and Femininity in the DSM-5: A Case for Sequelae.” International
Congress for Critical Social Psychology Annual Conference, Barcelona, Spain.

February 2015: “Posttraumatic Stress, Dissociative, Somatic Symptom, and Low Sexual Desire Disorders in

the DSM-5: Disentangling the Comorbid, the Syndrome, and the Sequelae.” Eastern Sociological Society
Annual Conference, New York, NY.

February 2014: “Embodied Invisible Labor and Sexual Carework: Women’s Roles in Sexualized Social
Reproduction within Intimate Relationships.” Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference, Baltimore,
MD.
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June 2013: “Interest, Arousal, and Shifting Diagnoses of Female Sexual Dysfunction, or: How Women

Learn about Desire.” Sexuality Studies Association Annual Conference, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.

* March 2012: “Against Optimization: Some Thoughts on the Machinations and Time of Desire.” Cultural

Studies Association Annual Conference, San Diego, CA.

* April 2011: “Enacting a New Field of Vision for Desire: Neuroimaging, Therapy, and Evolutionary
Femininity.” International Conference on Body Image and Identity in Contemporary Society, New York,
NY.

* March 2011: “Circuits of Desire: Technoimaging and Therapeutic (Re)Learning.” Cultural Studies

Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL.

* March 2010: “Intimacy & Trauma in a Homeless Shelter for LGBTQ Youth.” Cultural Studies Association
Annual Conference, Berkeley, CA.

* July 2009: “(Un)Queering Identity: The Biosocial Production of Intersex/DSD.” Disordetly Conduct

Conference, Waterloo, Canada.

* February 2008: “HIV/AIDS Infection and Transmission: Attitudes, Concern, and Risk Behavior among
Gay and Bisexual Men in NYC and LA” (paper presentation with David Bimbi and Jeffrey Parsons).
Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference, New York, NY.

* June 2007: “The Social Construction and Medicalization of Intersexuality.” PHANYC Student Conference,
New York, NY.

* March 2007: “Complicating Nature: Intersexuality, Invisibility, and Intelligibility from the Modern Medical
Period to the Present.” Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA.

* August 2005: “Public Health in Cuba from 1959 to the Present: Effects on Gender, Work, and Family.”
Society for the Study of Social Problems Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA.

* May 2005: “Tattooing and Body Image” (paper presentation with Raven Baker). Visions in Feminism
Annual Conference, Washington, DC.

* April 2005: “Learning Femininity: Exploring Body Image in University Women.” Southern Sociological
Society Annual Conference, Charlotte, NC.

* April 2004: “Body Image and Cultural Background.” Annual UMB/UMBC Graduate Research Conference,
Baltimore, MD.

* April 2004: “The Effect of Ethnicity on Body Image in University Women.” Southern Sociological Society
Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA.

Invited Lectures, Plenaries, Salons, and Symposia

* March 15, 2026: “Political Edges.” Invited co-moderator with Paige Sweet for a roundtable featuring
panelists Daniel Gatzembide, Chanda Griffin, Eyal Rozmarin, Betty Teng, and Jamieson Webster.
Manhattan Institute for Psychoanalysis, NYC.
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* April 15, 2025: “Assembling Scapegoats & Saviors: Sexbots at the Limits of Technocare.” Invited lecture.

Sarah Doyle Center, Brown University.

* October 15, 2024: “Decolonize Self-Care: From Carewashing to Care Collectives, Accomplices, & Traitors”
Invited lecture with discussant Sheena Sood. Gender, Sexuality, & Women’s Studies Program, Temple

University.

* October 15, 2024: “Decolonizing Sociology / Queering Research Methods.” Invited panel with Sheena
Sood. Sociology Department, Temple University.

* June 1, 2024: “Meet the Authors: Crip Cultures Panel Discussion.” Invited panel with Mimi Khuc and J.
Logan Smilges and discussants Theodora Danylevich and Jennifer Scuro for the Cultural Studies

Association Annual Conference.

* February 29, 2024: “Culture Across the Discipline: Experience at the Boundaries.” Invited discussion panel
with Allison Pugh, Derron Wallace, and Pamela Zabala Ortiz for the Culture and Contemporary Life event

series, sponsored by the Cultural Sociology section of the American Sociological Association,

https://asaculturesection.org/culture-in-contemporary-life/.

* November 17, 2023: “Authors-Meet-Readers Event for Decolonize Self-Care”” Book forum with co-author
Zoé Meleo-Erwin and readers Kelly Moore, Sheena Sood, and Catherine Tan. Sponsored by the Science,
Knowledge, and Technology section of the American Sociological Association and coordinated by the
Center for Bioethics at the University of North Carolina School of Medicine,

https://bioethics.unc.edu/talk/decolonize-self-care/.

* October 20, 2023: “Masochistic Self-Care: Wellness, Whiteness, and Optimized Femininity.” Invited panel
with Eva Cherniavsky, John Maclntosh, Alex Pittman, and Katherine Sugg for Neoliberal Capitalism and the
Alesthetics of Self-Destruction: A Symposium, sponsored by The Humanities Institute, Stony Brook University.

* April 14, 2023: “Marketing Self-Care: From Femtech and Biohacking to Painmoons and Extreme Travel.”

Invited lecture. Center for Science, Technology, & Society, Drexel University.

* October 14, 2022: “Book Discussion: Diagnosing Desire.” Invited lecture. Co-sponsored by the Women’s &
Gender Studies Program, the Disability Studies Program, and the LGBTQ Resource Center, Georgetown

University.

* June 16, 2022: “Technologies of Desire: A Dialogue on the Psychometric Production of Gender and
Sexuality.” Invited lecture with discussant Patrick Sweeney. Sigmund Freud Privatuniversitit, Berlin,

Germany.

* June 2, 2022: “Reckoning(s).” Invited plenary. Sponsored by the journal Lateral for the Cultural Studies

Association Annual Conference, Columbia College Chicago.

* May 5, 2022: Feminist Studies Annual Tertulia Symposium. Invited discussant for presenters Garry
Bertholf, Abbie Boggs, and Douglas Martin. Women, Gender, & Feminist Studies Program, Wesleyan

University.
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November 9, 2021: “Diagnosing Desire: A Book Salon.” Invited book salon with discussants Catherine
Clune-Taylor, Patrick Grzanka, Angela Jones, Tom Waidzunas, and Jane Ward. Co-sponsored by the
Gender & Sexuality Studies Program and the Program in the History of Science, Princeton University,
https://bitly/3kIvhI4.

September 2021: “Gendering Desire: Critical Analyses.” Invited symposium with Rebecca Jordan-Young,
Judith Levine, and Stuart Michaels. 25t Congress of the World Association for Sexual Health (WAS),
Capetown, South Africa, https://player.vimeo.com/video/612351529°h=5583933b4d.

April 15, 2021: “Diagnosing Desire: Bigpolitics and Femininity into the Twenty-First Century — a Lecture with Alyson
K. Spurgas.” Invited lecture for the Natural and Social Sciences Lecture Series, Purchase College, State
University of New York, https://youtu.be/W1cd-Wdgjk8.

December 4, 2018: “A Softer, Gentler Neoliberalism: Self-Help Feminism, Alternative Medicine, and the
(White) Feminization of the Marketplace.” Lecture for the Global Vantage Point Lecture Series, Center for
Urban and Global Studies, Trinity College.

September 18, 2017: “Queering Receptivity: Parasexual Pleasure in the Face of Compulsory & Feminized
Trauma.” Invited lecture with discussant Katie Gentile. Women and Society Seminar, University Seminars,

Columbia University.

October 4, 2016: “Desire, Consent, & Women’s Experiences with Sexual Carework.” Lecture for the

Women’s Studies Program Speakers Series, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

October 28, 2015: “Circuits of Desire: Science, Therapy, Trauma, Femininity.” Lecture for the Women’s

Studies Program Speakers Series, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

February 27, 2015: “Truth-Telling and Reconciliation: A Town Hall Style Open Dialogue on Ferguson and
Beyond.” Panel discussion facilitated by activist-educator-scholars from different campus communities as

well as SIUE faculty and students, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

November 18, 2014: “Embodied Invisible Labor and Sexual Carework: Women’s Roles in Sexualized Social
Reproduction within Intimate Relationships.” Invited lecture with discussant Amber Jamilla Musser.

Women, Gender, & Sexuality Studies Department Colloquium Series, Washington University in St. Louis.

October 3, 2014: “Posttraumatic Stress, Dissociative, and Sexual Desire Disorders in the DSM-5: Separating
Sexuality from Relationality.” Lecture for the Philosophy Department Colloquium Series, Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.

March 3, 2011: “Brain Storm: The Flaws in the Science of Sex Differences.” Invited discussant for
presenter Rebecca Jordan-Young. Neuroculture Lecture Series, The Graduate Center, City University of
New York.


https://bit.ly/3kIvhI4
https://player.vimeo.com/video/612351529?h=5583933b4d
https://youtu.be/W1cd-Wdgjk8
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Honors and Awards

* 2021: First Book Prize, Cultural Studies Association — Diagnosing Desire: Biopolitics and Femininity into the
Twenty-First Century. Awarded to an outstanding scholarly work which advances and extends the reach of

cultural studies as a field, as a method of inquity, and as an intellectual/political project,

* 2013: Alexandra Symonds Prize, Annual International Paper Competition, Studies in Gender and Sexnality —
“Interest, Arousal, and Shifting Diagnoses of Female Sexual Dysfunction, or: How Women Learn about
Desire.” Awarded to the best essay on a topic related to issues of gender, sexuality, or both, this paper was
also published as the lead essay in Volume 14, Issue 3 of Studies in Gender and Sexuality,
https://doi.org/10.1080/15240657.2013.818852.

* 2012: Rose Laub Coser Dissertation Proposal Award, Eastern Sociological Society — “Circuits of Desire:
Neuroimaging, Evolutionary Femininity, and Therapeutic Learning.” Awarded to the best dissertation

proposal in the area of sex/gender studies.

* 2004: First Place Winner, Graduate Student Paper Competition, Alpha Kappa Delta International
Sociological Honor Society — “Body Image and Cultural Background.” Awarded to the best graduate
research project, this paper was also published in Volume 75, Issue 3 of Sociological Inquiry.

* 2003—present: Phi Beta Kappa National Honor Society.

* 2002—present: Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociological Honor Society.

Grants and Fellowships
* 2025-2026: Faculty Fellow Grant, Liberal Arts Action Lab, “Access to Abortion Care Project” with the
REACH Fund of Connecticut (Reproductive Equity, Access & CHoice), Trinity College.
* 2019-2020: First Book Completion Grant, Trinity College.

* 2019: Junior Faculty Research Fellowship, Trinity Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies, Trinity College.

* 2018-2019: Faculty Fellow Grant, Community Learning Initiative, Center for Hartford Engagement and
Research, Trinity College.

* 2018-2019: Faculty Sponsor Grant, Community Learning Student Research Fellowship Program, Trinity
College.

* 2018-2019: Faculty Fellow Grant, Liberal Arts Action Lab, “Opportunity Youth Project,” Trinity College.
* 2013-2014: Dissertation Year Fellowship, The Graduate Center, City University of New York.
* 2011-2014: CUNY Research Fellowship, The Graduate Center, City University of New York.

* 2011-2012: Mellon Fellowship, Committee for Interdisciplinary Science Studies, The Graduate Center, City
University of New York.


https://www.culturalstudiesassociation.org/2021-winner-alyson-spurgas.html
https://doi.org/10.1080/15240657.2013.818852
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2010-2011: CUNY Writing Fellowship, The Graduate Center, City University of New York.
2006-2011: Sponsored Chancellor’s Fellowship, The Graduate Center, City University of New York.

2004: International Field Research Planning & Development Fellowship, University of Maryland, Baltimore
County.

2003-2004: Sponsored Graduate Scholarship, University of Maryland, Baltimore County.

Service to the Profession

2025—present: Bodies & Embodiment Section Council, American Sociological Association.
2023—present: Organizing Committee, The Ann Snitow Prize.

2022—present: Co-editor, Lateral (the official journal of the Cultural Studies Association).
2022—present: Awards Review Board, Cultural Studies Association.

2021—present: International Scientific Committee, World Association for Sexual Health.

2022-2024: Science, Knowledge, and Technology Section Council, American Sociological Association.

2017-2022: Editorial Collective, Women & Performance: A Journal of Feminist Theory.

Service to the University, College, and Department

December 7, 2023: “Solidarity Across Borders: A Dialogue on Shared Struggles.” Faculty speaker on a
panel co-sponsored by the Trinity College Black Women’s Organization (TCBWO), Trinity Divests, and
Students Against Mass Incarceration (SAMI), Trinity College.

October 4, 2023: “Barbie: Let’s Discuss!” Faculty speaker on a panel co-sponsored by the Women &
Gender Resource Action Center and the Departments of English, Sociology, and Language and Culture
Studies, Trinity College.

August 31, 2023: “Establishing your Voice in the Classroom.” Faculty presenter for the Venture Pre-

Orientation Program (a two-day leadership workshop for first-year women students), Trinity College.

October 28, 2021: “Publishing Beyond Print: A (Virtual) Conversation on the Possibilities of Open Access
Books.” Faculty panelist, Trinity College.

August 27, 2020: “How to Approach Writing Assignments.” Faculty presenter for the Venture Pre-

Orientation Program, Trinity College.

2020-2021: Racial Justice Committee, Trinity College.
2018-2024: American Association of University Professors (AAUP) Council & Treasurer, Trinity College.

2018-2022: Faculty Conference Committee, Trinity College.
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* 2018—present: Global Health Humanities Gateway Advisory Group, Trinity College.

* 2018—present: Center for Urban and Global Studies Advisory Board, Trinity College.

* 2018—present: Safer Spaces Faculty Advocate, Queer Resource Center, Trinity College.

* 2018—present: Green Dot Sexual Violence Prevention Strategy Faculty Advocate, Trinity College.
* 2017: Honorary Coach for the Women’s Basketball Team, Trinity College.

* June 14, 2015: Guest Speaker on The Segue, Episode 222, “Sexual Assaults Too Frequent During the College
Years,” Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, https://siue.techsmithrelay.com/YUSg.

* 2015-2017: Faculty Senate, Rules & Procedures Committee, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.
* 2014-2017: Sexual Assault Awareness Task Force, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.
* 2014-2017: SIUE Black Lives Matter Group Co-organizer, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

* 2014-2017: Women’s Studies Faculty Coordinating Committee, Women’s & Gender Studies Program,
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE).

* 2015-2017: Sociology Promotional Materials Committee Chair, Department of Sociology, SIUE.

* 2015-2017: Comprehensive Theory Exam Committee, Department of Sociology, SIUE.

* 2014-2017: Strategic Planning Committee, Department of Sociology, SIUE.

* 2014-2017: Sabbatical Review Committee, Department of Sociology, SIUE.

* 2014-2017: Departmental Library Liaison, Department of Sociology, SIUE.

* 2011-2012: Executive Committee, Sociology Program, The Graduate Center, City University of New York.
* 2009-2011: Colloquium Committee, Sociology Students Association, The Graduate Center, CUNY.

* 2004-2005: Faculty/Graduate Mentor, Women Involved with Living and Learning Program, UMBC.

Public Speaking Events, Dialogues, and Interviews

* July 29, 2024: Reading from “From the Bedroom to the Laboratory: Clinical Intimacies, Paraerotic
Potential, and Therapeutic Excess” for the Asexualities: Feminist and Queer Perspectives, Revised and Expanded
Ten-Year Anniversary Edition Book Launch at Busboys & Poets Bookstore, Washington, DC,
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watchPv=sCJkDwuTcSs&t=1669s.

* May 24, 2023: Interview with Michael O. Johnston on Decolonize Self-Care for New Books in Sociology

podcast on New Books Network, https://newbooksnetwork.com/decolonize-self-care.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCJkDwuTcSs&t=1669s
https://newbooksnetwork.com/decolonize-self-care
https://siue.techsmithrelay.com/YUSg
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April 16, 2023: “Care, Culture, and Coloniality: Appropriation and Expropriation from the Museum to the
Wellness Industry,” a conversation with Shimrit Lee, author of Decolonize Musenms (“Decolonize That!”
seties on O/R Books) at Making Wotlds Cooperative Bookstore and Social Center, Philadelphia, PA,
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watchPv=SftvHU -eaRQ&t=4193s.

May 15, 2022: Reading from Decolonize Self-Care for the “Decolonize That!” Series Book Launch, with O/R
Books, Warscapes Magazine, and the Radical Books Collective at MIKA Bar, Brooklyn, NY.

May 24, 2021: “Diagnosing Desire & Connections to Pain with Sex,” Instagram takeover/Q&A session
with Hannah Srajer for Tight Lipped IGTV, https://www.instagram.com/tv/CPRgwUyDhLb/.

March 17, 2021: Interview with Rebecca Ortenberg for Lady Science podcast, “Episode 38: Let’s Talk

About Sex (Research),” https://www.ladyscience.com/podcast/ep38-history-of-sex-research-2021.

February 22, 2021: Interview with Felicia Gisondi for Sex and Self podcast,
https://sexandselfpodcast.podbean.com/e/lets-talk-about-diagnosing-desire/.

December 28, 2020: Interview with Michael O. Johnston on Diagnosing Desire for New Books in Sociology

podcast on New Books Network, https://newbooksnetwork.com/diagnosing-desire.

November 12, 2020: Interview with Doug Henwood for Behind the News on KPFA radio,
https://kptfa.org/episode/behind-the-news-november-12-2020/.

Service to the Community

2020-2022: Bed-Stuy Strong (neighborhood mutual aid association) member and organizer, Brooklyn, NY.
2018-2021: Connecticut Doctors Orchestra second-chair viola, Hartford, CT.
2016-2017: Anti-Racist Collective member and organizer, St. Louis, MO.

2016-2017: Sex + STL (sex positive community resource group) presenter and workshop organizer, St.
Louis, MO.

2015-2016: Box (worker-owned collective, feminist sex toy store, and sexual education resource center)

presenter and workshop organizer, St. Louis, MO.

2014-2015: South City Solidarity Action Coalition / Ferguson Action Council organizer, St. Louis, MO.
2008-2014: Sylvia Rivera Law Project volunteer, New York, NY.

2005-20006: Speakers’ Bureau member, Planned Parenthood of Maryland, Baltimore, MD.

2005-20006: Visions in Feminism Annual Conference organizer, Washington, DC.
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Select Research Design & Data Analysis Experience

2023—present: Designed a qualitative research study involving discursive and content analysis of websites,
blogs, and other online forums for “previvors” (people with genetic mutations known to cause cancer) in
addition to conducting more than 40 in-depth interviews and analyzing this data with ATLAS.ti software.
This study is ongoing.

2011-2020: Designed and conducted a qualitative research study involving participant observation at
alternative health centers and medical clinics, discursive and content analysis of diagnostic terminology and
medical and scientific research from experimental and clinical psychology publications, and the collection
and in-depth analysis of interview data with 37 participants using a novel coding schema and Dedoose and

NVivo software.

2007: Utilized Binary Logistic Regression and One-Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) with SPSS in the
statistical analysis of 2004 “Sex and Love Survey” quantitative data (via the Center for HIV Educational
Studies & Training, New York City).

2004: Designed a qualitative research project, conducted in-depth semi-structured interviews with twelve
participants, held a focus group interview to gather data on racially and ethnically diverse women’s body
image perceptions, and utilized grounded theory methodology and linguistic discourse analysis in the

evaluation of original qualitative data.

2002—2003: Designed a survey which was distributed to 200 undergraduate women to gather quantitative
data regarding body image perceptions among university students, then utilized frequency distributions,
One-Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA), and Pearson correlations with SPSS in the statistical analysis of

original quantitative survey data.

Courses Taught

2024—present: SOCL 260: Sexual Diversity & Society

2023—present: SOCL 410: Senior Seminar: Guided Research

2019—present: SOCL 390: Medicine, Health, & Society

2018—present: SOCL 272: Social Movements (Community Learning Initiative course)
2018—present: SOCL 101: Principles of Sociology

2017—present: SOCL 202: Classical & Contemporary Sociological Theory
2017-present: SOCL/WMGS 246: Sociology of Gender

2017: SOC 411: Social Movements

2017: WMST 200: Issues in Feminism

2016: IS 399: (De)Constructing Difference: Race, Sex, Disability (Interdisciplinary Studies course, co-taught
with a professor in Analytic Philosophy)



Alyson K. Spurgas

Page 15

2016: SOC 383: Medicine, Health, & Society

2016-2017: SOC 301: Survey of Contemporary & Classical Sociological Theory

2015-2016: SOC 501: Survey of Contemporary & Classical Sociological Theory (graduate-level course)
2015: SOC/WMST 310: The Sociological Study of Sexualities & Society

2015: SOC 300: Social Problems

2014-2017: SOC/WMST 308: Gender & Society

2014-2015: SOC 111: Introduction to Sociology

2014: SOC 303: Statistics with Computer Applications (utilizing SPSS software and GSS datasets)
2012: POLS 3342: Protest & Revolution

2009-2010: SOC 381W: Body, Self, & Society (writing-intensive senior seminar capstone course)
2009-2010: SOC 246: Sociology of Human Sexuality

2007-2009: SOC 212: Sociological Analysis / Introduction to Research Methodology

2006: SOCY/WMST 333: Human Sexuality in Cross-Cultural Perspective

2006: WMST 100: Introduction to Women’s Studies

2005: SOCY 300: Methodology of Social Research

Professional Memberships

2023—present: Social Science History Association
2022—present: Association for the Study of Arts of the Present
2021—present: World Association for Sexual Health
2020—present: Society for Social Studies of Science
2018—present: Midwest Sociological Society

2018—present: American Studies Association

2015—present: National Women’s Studies Association
2014—present: International Congress for Critical Social Psychology
2012—present: Sexuality Studies Association of North America
2009—present: Cultural Studies Association

2007—present: Hastern Sociological Society

2004—present: Southern Sociological Society

2004—present: American Sociological Association

2005-2007: Society for the Study of Social Problems
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Additional Professional Employment

* 2013: Consultant, JustPublics@365, The Graduate Center, City University of New York.

* 2010-2013: Co-coordinator for Labor Relations, The Adjunct Project, Doctoral Students Council, The
Graduate Center, City University of New York.

* 2005: Health Center Associate, Planned Parenthood of Maryland.

* 2005: Union Organizer, American Federation of State, County, & Municipal Employees (AFSCME, AFL-
CIO).



